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SPENDING A BABYLON 5 AUTUMN 


ne of the best things about being the 

boss of the company, is that | don’t 
have to request to be sent to a certain 
con, nor do | have to bid against anyone 
else for the privilege, | just go. Also, being 
the decision maker makes it easier to deal 
with both last minute decisions, and the 
ever annoying last minute disasters. 
This past September was one of 
those periods where nothing 
worked, but everything still came 
together. 

lt started in August. | got a letter 
from a friend telling me about a 
BABYLON 5 show being run with 
Jerry Doyle as a guest. The letter 
didn’t have a lot of information in it, 
and the date was either the last 
weekend of August, or the first 
weekend of September. This is a 
tough time of year for me, in that 
the World Science Fiction 
Convention (WorldCon for short) 
was a week earlier than usual. 
Normally, the con is on Labor Day. 
This year, the con was out of coun- 
try (in Glasgow, Scotland), which 
moves it ahead a week. Since that 
con was repositioned, | was looking 
at some newer shows to try for the 
Labor Day weekend. 

To keep this from running too 
long, suffice it to say that | found 
out that Jerry Doyle and Claudia 
Christian were to be guests of the 
Stargazer group at not one, but two cons. 
The last weekend in August in Dublin, and 
the first weekend in September in Bristol. 
Massive insanity as arrangements were 
made, then changed, rearranged, recon- 
firmed, etc. It was a tough situation, in 
that | was already to do WOLF 359 with 
Michael O’Hare. JMS, and Mira Furlan, 
just two weeks later. Now, | have to figure 
out if it’s easier to stay in the UK for two 
weeks, with maybe a small con in between 
the two BS shows, stay a month and do 
WorldCon in Glasgow, or maybe make it to 
Dublin, or fly back and forth between the 


US and UK? | know, what a decision. A 
friend of mine spent the month in Europe 
and did three conventions, and we met up 
at WOLF. For the sake of my sanity, | 
decided to take a more cautious route, 
and spend a week in Bristol and London, 
skip Dublin and Glasgow, come home and 


restock for WOLF 359, in Manchester. 

Okay, the hard part's over, right? It’s 
never that easy. Due to several communi- 
cations mishaps, | don’t get through to 
Stargazer till the day of my flight. Guess 
what they tell me? Claudia can’t make tt, 
and in her place is Andrea Thompson. It’s 
hair pulling time. l'm leaving for a con in 
less than four hours, and | find out there's 
a guest change. Fortunately, with a little 
insight, and a lot of luck, | managed to 
have merchandising available for Andrea 
to sign. Let’s hear it for rush work. 

| get to the con, and things are quite 


glorious. The fans are happy to see me 
again, several of the friends that | made 
on the last trip are back for Bristol, and 
our reunions are quite nice. Unfortunately, 
| am kept so busy that | don’t get a chance 
to see much of the guest star lectures 
until late on Sunday. | come in to see 
Jerry's lecture, and he’s on stage 
with Andrea. They make a great 
couple. They also seem to think 
alike, as well. 

| came in towards the end of the 
talk, and the Doyles were discussing 
a problem that was happening at the 
con. There seems to be a lot of 
political infighting going on among 
the various con committees, and the 
biggest bone of contention is the old 
fight of for profit vs. non-profit (see 
issue #16). | hate this kind of 
garbage, and evidently, so do the 
Doyles, and they were a bit vocal 
about it. 

As | came into the lecture, Jerry 
was going on about how some guy, 
allegedly from another B5 con, was 
standing outside the convention 
telling people that the con had been 
canceled, that the guests had can- 
celed, and that people shouldn't go 
in to the show. This ticked off the 
Doyles to no end, and Jerry was 
going into this. Basically, both he 
and Andrea were talking about how 
petty and stupid such feuds are. 
Jerry is up there saying how ludicrous this 
kind of garbage is, as there is enough 
room in England for more than one group 
to run conventions, and that people who 
think like this other promoter was alleged 
to do, were acting like children, and idiots 
(these are my words, as Jerry was a bit 
rougher about this, and | can’t print what 
he said). 

If | didn't already like Jerry a lot, this 
would have made me like him even more. 
This is an honest and honorable man, and 
| like to associate with people like him, 
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ANOTHER OPINION ON CONVENTIONS 


pie a Brit | would like to make some 
reply to Mark Marmor’s opinion of fan 
run vs. commercial conventions which 
appeared in the December ‘95 issue of 
The Centaurian Sentinel. 

| agree that there does appear to be 
some contention regarding this issue. 
However, those of us aware that dirty 
tricks are being played in some quarters 
ignore the 'games' and make up our own 
minds regarding attendance /non-atten- 
dance at conventions. Efforts are also 
made to calm the fears of those unaware 
of the background tussles. Here is where 
the Internet can be used to both start and 
quickly dispel rumors. 

One of the biggest problems caused by 
the close-scheduling of two conventions 
offering similar attractions is money . . . 
or lack of it. Many fans are students on 
extremely low incomes. Ticket, travelling 
and hotel expenses can add up to a tidy 
sum for someone fully employed, for stu- 
dents they are often prohibitive. Two con- 
ventions only weeks apart are often out of 
the question. 


Let’s take Stargazer productions since 
they have been mentioned by Mr. Marmor. 
Stargazer have chosen to run Babcom 96 
within two weeks of WOLF 359, which 
was already well into the planning stage 
with the venue and some of the guests 
confirmed before the last WOLF conven- 
tion was over; bookings were already 
being taken. Stargazer have chosen 
London as its venue [and that’s a long way 
to travel for the Scottish B5 fans). Not 
only that but the dates clash with the 
European football championships thus 
shooting up the already inflated hotel 
prices. For instance, as a single person, | 
will be paying around 90 pounds (60 US 
dollars) for a room for one night. | have 
joked that | could probably have a week's 
holiday in Spain for less than the Babcom 
weekend will cost me. Put the two conven- 
tions together and | could have a week in 
Florida, including flights. Great planning 
Stargazer! 

As for the reluctance of British fans to 
travel to conventions, let me say that, in 
the case of Babcom 96, London is a 


daunting place for drivers and not a very 
safe place for leaving ones vehicle. Those, 
like myself and most of the fans who are 
students, who use public transport find 
that we are often spending *more* time 
travelling than we spend at the conven- 
tions themselves. Added to that, train 
travel is hideously expensive. 

One other consideration regarding the 
scheduling of both WOLF 359 and 
Babcom 96 in June is that this is exam 
time for students . . . these guys are 
stuffed every which way. 

As someone who had never attended 
conventions before BABYLON 5 turned me 
into a fangirl may | offer my opinion of fan 
run vs. commercial conventions: the com- 
mercial events are shows put on to make 
money, the fan events are a gathering of 
like-minded people having fun and mingling 
freely with the guests. This is not to say 
that commercial events don't have their 
place . . . | *shall* be attending Babcom 
96 . . . but the often chaotic and some- 
times disorganised fan conventions have a 
warmer ‘feel’. | know which | prefer. x 

Jeannette Simpson 
faa35 @dial.pipex.com 


UPCOMING CONVENTIONS WITH BABYLON 5 PERSONNEL 


Following are conventions that will be featur- 
ing BABYLON 5 personalities. Be aware that 
guest changes may occur due to last minute 
problems - unless a guest is confirmed to 
attend they may not have a commitment to 
appear! x 


Seven Seals of Gallifrey ‘96, February 16-19, 
Airtel Plaza Hotel, Van Nuys, CA. Patricia 
Tallman and Mojo are confirmed to appear, 
Richard Biggs is tentative. Contact. Gallifrey 
Conventions, PO. Box 3021, N. Hollywood, CA 
91609; 818/752-9656; galleyone@aol.com; 
71154.307 @compuserve.com. 


Sigma 957 Ill, February 17, Novotel, 
Hammersmith London. Ed Wasser is scheduled 
to appear. Contact: Wolf 359, 141 Waarden 
Road, Canvey Island, Essex SS8 SBE. 


Aggiecon, March 21-24, College Station, TX. 
Richard Biggs is a tentative guest. Contact: 
sar1946 @tam2000.tamu.edu. 


Phoenix I, April 12-14, Portland Marriott Hotel, 
Portland, ME. Michael O'Hare is scheduled to 
appear. Contact: Phoenix Productions, 18 
Center Street, #7, Biddeford, ME 04005; 
207/284-5371. 

LepreCon 22, May 17-19, 1996, Francisco 
Grande Resort, Casa Grande, AZ. Media Guest 
: Mojo. Other Guests: Tracey Hickman, Bob 
Eggleton, Liz Danforth, Mike Stackpole. 
Memberships: $25 until 4/1/96, $30 until 
5/1/96, $35 at the door. Contact: LepreCon 
22, PO Box 26665, Tempe Arizona 85285; 


602/945-6890; jpatton@primenet.com, mwill- 
moth@bix.com 

SciFi Dreamin’, May 24-26, Lycoming College, 
Williamsport, PA. Michael O'Hare is scheduled 
to appear. Contact: SciFi Dreamin’, 1738 E. 
Third Street, Williamsport, PA 17701; 
scifidream@aol.com. 

Wolf 359/The Encounter, June 7-10, 
Norbreck Castle Hotel, Blackpool. J. Michael 
Straczynski, Bruce Boxleitner, Stephen Furst, 
Bill Mumy, Ron Thornton have been invited. 
Contact: Wolf 359/The Encounter, 37 
Branksome Road, Southend-on-sea, 

Essex, SS2 4HG. 


Babcom ’96, June 22-23, Le Palais, 
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Hammersmith, London. Guests are to include 
Jerry Doyle, Andrea Thompson, Claudia 
Christian, Peter Jurasik, Richard Biggs, Mira 
Furlan, and Jason Carter Contact: Stargazer 
Productions International Ltd., 4 Aspenwood 
House, Ipsley Street, Redditch, 898 7AR, 
England; 0891-517037. 


RebelCon, July 5-7, Taunton, MA. Michael 
O'Hare, Richard Biggs and Mojo are scheduled 
to appear. Contact: World’s End Productions, 
10 Rankin Street, Worchester, MA 01605. 
Rising Star, October 12, Salem, VA. Richard 
Biggs is scheduled to appear. Contact: Rising 


Star Productions, 545 Howard Drive, Salem, 
VA 24153; 703/389-9400. 
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because you always know where you stand, 
and who is standing with you. And Andrea’s 
comments were just as strong. | can see 
why she and her husband got together. 
This is one sharp woman, and her being 
drop dead gorgeous is a real bonus. 

As a courtesy to the dealers, the stars 
came into the dealers’ room a little later. 
Naturally, as soon as Jerry spotted my 
booth he came by and started a shtick with 
my briefcase. We had a good laugh about 
it, especially when | told Jerry about my 
cash pouch being somewhere else. Right 
with him came Andrea. We got into a 
great discussion about why there's so 
much X-Files merchandise, and so little B5 
stuff. | reiterate, that this is one sharp 
woman. | got a bunch of autographs from 
both of them, and chatted with Jerry some 
more about his upcoming schedule. Shortly 
after that, it was time to pack up and head 
to London for a couple of days of R&R. 

| flew home from London, just in time to 
deal with all the nonsense that had been 
piling up. I'm happy that | didn't schedule a 
convention for the weekend after 
Stargazer, as | barely had enough time to 
deal with everything,and get stocked up for 
Manchester. 

Almost a blink of an eye after | got back 
from London, l'm on the plane back to 
England for the WOLF 359 convention. I’ve 
been hearing about this con for a couple of 
years, and since | have been going over to 
England for some show, | managed to get 
in touch with the right people, and man- 
aged to get in to the con. A good thing that 
| was a bit quick on the draw, as WOLF 
was sold out some months in advance. 
They have a 1,000 member limit based on 
the size of the venues, and tickets were 
worth gold. The internet was buzzing back 
in July that all tickets had been sold out, 
and that there was no point in showing up 
at the door, as there were no tickets to be 
had. As a matter of fact, we had the whole 
hotel to ourselves! Something most 
Americans are definitely not used to. 

The guests at WOLF were Michael 
O'Hare, J. Michael Straczynski, and Mira 
Furlan. Due to some last minute difficulty, 
Mira Furlan was unable to attend. The 
fans’ disappointment was assuaged a bit by 
the unannounced appearance of the gentle- 
man who plays Morden, Ed Wasser. 

As always, Mr. O'Hare was a delight, and 
as a gentleman, and we had a few minutes 
to talk here and there during the conven- 
tion. It seems that when you have the 
whole hotel to yourself, it really is a small 
world. | amused him greatly by mentioning 
that | had seen the “Rocky Marciano Story,” 


in which Michael plays a pivotal role, while 
channel surfing one night. It really is weird 
to hear that voice coming out of a boxing 
movie at 1 am. When | checked the TV 
Guide, | was shocked to learn that this 
movie was made in 1978. This once again 
proves the power of the series TV, and its 
impact on the fans. Most of us didn’t 
notice Michael in his other work. Now that 
we've seen him in his B5 uniform, and 
we're fans, all of a sudden all of his previ- 
ous work comes back to life. 
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YT PPV or 

As usual, | didn’t get to see much of the 
con during the dealers’ room hours, which 
is a dealer's life. However, being one of the 
action centers of the con (kind of like the 
Zocalo) one hears things. The word came 
back that the audience was enthralled by 
Ed Wasser, which is appropriate in an 
agent of Shadow walkers. 

During the last few hours of the con, as 
the dealers were packing up, they had a 
monitor running closed circuit images from 
the lecture stage. This was actually quite 
detrimental to getting the room cleared of 
dealers, as we were constantly stopping to 
listen. Absolutely no one got any work done 
while the blooper tape was running. | 
haven't seen the dealers have so much fun 
in years. 

After that, JMS took the stage, and ran 
eight different clips from third season 
episodes, which set up some really inter- 
esting looking plot lines for the new sea- 


son. Afterwards, JMS began taking ques- 
tions from the audience. A major question 
that arose was concerning the lack of B5 
merchandise on the market. JMS explained 
that part of it was because he didn’t want 
the show driven by the merchandise, and 
part of it had to do with Warner's way of 
doing things. JMS amazed the audience by 
mentioning that the Warner people don’t 
believe that anyone in the States might 
actually want to own videotapes of the 
episodes. JMS got a great laugh when he 
mentioned that the Warner people didn’t 
have a clue. 

(A side note, if | might. A few years ago, 
JMS had a series on the air called Captain 
Power and the Soldiers of the Future. This 
was an independently syndicated program 
that got on the air because of a marketing 
deal with Mattel toys. Some of you may still 
have these toys kicking about. To make a 
very complex story quick and easy, a reli- 
gious group became offended by a part of 
Captain Power (don’t ask) and they threat- 
ened a boycott of Mattel’s entire line of 
merchandise. Well, this kind of freaked 
Mattel executives, and this was one of the 
reasons why they pulled the plug on 
Captain Power. This occurred despite good 
ratings - even aired in markets on Sunday 
at 6:30 am (let's hear it for the time shift- 
ing). | had the chance to speak to some of 
the line people from Captain Power at a 
con, and they mentioned that they had a 
whole year's worth of scripts ready to go. 
Anyway, this is partly why JMS doesn't 
want to merchandise B5 so heavily. | sus- 
pect that we'll see a lot of merchandise to 
begin to hit the streets towards the end of 
the fifth season . . . | hope.) 

Back on the plane to NYC from 
Manchester. Less than a week to restock 
for Dallas, where l'm off to see Jerry Doyle, 
again. | hope he isn't sick of seeing me. | 
think that | have done almost every conven- 
tion he’s appeared at. Shows you how 
much | want to support B5. Friday comes, 
and | have to get up at zero dark hundred 
in order to make an early [I think it was 
7am) flight to Dallas. Singing the chorus 
from “On the Road Again,” the unofficial 
hucksters’ theme, | hit the skies for Texas. 

| get to the con, and naturally the mad- 
ness begins. Due to more hotel and sched- 
uling insanity that you can shake a stick at, 
the convention ends up in an office building 
next to the hotel, which the hotel recently 
took over. | am amazed at the fact that the 
con is running on three separate floors in 
two wings of this office building, and the 
elevators didn't break down! | am more 
amazed by how well everything actually fits 
into the space that was allocated. You'd 

continued on page 4 
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B5 AU TUMN continued from page 3 


think that they ran cons in office buildings 
all of the time. 

| first got to meet Jerry when | was on 
the autograph line. In fact, we didn’t even 
make eye contact. | was chatting with a 
fan on the line, and all of a sudden | hear, 
“| don’t even have to look up to know 
who's here. | hear that voice.” Naturally | 
look over to Jerry, who has this great grin 
on his face, and | waved to him. When | 
got up to him on line, we exchanged 
just a few pleasantries, as | didn’t 
want to tie up his time with the 
other fans. 

Later that night, | ran into 
Jerry at a party run by anoth- 
er Texas convention promot- 
er, who had Jerry as a guest 
earlier that year. | asked Jerry if he was 
going to be there for a few minutes, and 
he said yes. | quickly ran down to my hotel 
room, and grabbed something | had 
specifically made up for this show. | came 
back to the party and handed Jerry this 
really nice enlargement of a photo that | 
had taken of him and Andrea hugging 
each other at Bristol. Jerry was really 
pleased, and | just hope that Andrea liked 
the shot as much as Jerry did. 

A little later, we got to talking about a 
certain convention promoter. | thought 
that | really disliked some of these people, 
but Jerry puts me to shame. Both of us 
share an extremely low opinion of this 
unnamed individual, and Jerry let me in on 
some of the dealings going on from his 
side side of the issue. | can’t repeat most 
of what was discussed, as it was said in 


confidence, along with some choice lan- 
guage that would probably get me in trou- 
ble with the Postal Service, when | mailed 
this article to the Sentinel. 

Jerry and | moved onto assorted airline 
nonsense, which sort of related back to a 
convention booking story (lve been guest 
liaison for a couple of conventions here on 
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the east coast, so all of this is familiar to 
me). Jerry mentioned that as of 
September, he had already logged 
100,000 miles on American Airlines, 
both of which we use as a primary carri- 
er. When you figure that Los Angeles to 
London is something like 12,000 miles 


round trip, doing 100,000 miles in nine 
months does not seem that hard to do. 
Throw in the bonuses that you get for 
being a frequent traveler, and | can tell 
you that Jerry and his wife can go just 
about anywhere in the world for free. 
(A note for those who plan ahead. Jerry 
and Andrea are scheduled to be guests 
at a convention in Brisbane Australia, 
May 3-5, 1995. Start saving up now.) 
On Sunday, | had a few minutes break, 
and | went in to see Jerry's lecture. 
You cannot imagine how raucous 
it got in that room, as people 
were absorbing the premise 
that acting is creative 
lying. Jerry was very obvi- 
ously having a lot of fun with 
this group of people, and the 
fans were having an even better 
time. | laughed a lot, and | was only 
there for about 10 minutes. | cannot 
imagine the pain in my sides, had | 
been there for the full session. 
A little while after Jerry finished 
` up his talk, we had to start packing 
up the dealer’s room. All in all, it 
was a remarkable month to do as a 
dealer, and it was incredible con to do 
as a fan of BABYLON 5. Once again, 
all of the guests that | had met and 
talked to were friendly, and really happy 
to see the fans, and they truly are thank- 
ful of your support. | can only say, keep 
on watching the series, as not only are 
we getting great television, but we are 
helping to support some really great 
people. x 
Mark Marmor 


AN APPRECIATION OF BABYLON 5 


t was the dawn of the third age of 

Mankind. . . . After seeing a commercial 
for BABYLON 5 during Time Trax, my first 
impression was that this was a show that 
puzzle me. | decided that | would give the 
show a chance but still did not really 
understand what it was about. After 
watching, | remember shrugging it off as 
a sci-fi copycat. About a week later, | 
remember stumbling upon it again, this 
time taking some serious interest. The 
episode was “Soul Hunter”. My father 
asked me, “What is this?” | could tell that 
he was interested and to this day he 
watches every new episode with me. 

Until “Babylon Squared”, | had no idea 
that this was not the standard sci-fi 
series, and that something major was tak- 
ing place. The ‘real’ characters and bril- 


liant stories first grasped me, and then 
the Shadow arc hit me like a ton of bricks. 
This was one awesome show! | was 
hooked. J. Michael Straczynski has creat- 
ed a show where people go through good 
times and bad, and face them like human 
beings. The acting is superb, and the 
characters he has created bring life and 
meaning to a scifi saga that is 
unmatched to any ever created. The mys- 
tery and intrigue allow fans to contem- 
plate the future of the last of the Babylon 
stations which makes the adventure more 
than a show, but a universe of action, 
drama, mystery, and suspense that the 
imagination craves. The B5 experience is 
mystifying, combining the powerful saga 
along with the stunning special effects. 
The gripping soundtrack pulls the mind 


into another universe; a universe filled 
with people caught in a struggle against a 
massive power of evil, not only around 
them, but sometimes in themselves. A 
universe consumed by war, confused, sur- 
rounded by signs and portents, and strug- 
gling for the fate of the future. Some 
characters are unsure of their fate, oth- 
ers search for a purpose, and one is con- 
sumed by evil, tempted by power, not real- 
izing the magnitude of his actions. And 
then there is a guardian from the past 
who is noble and wise who stands vigil in 
the darkness, teaching understanding and 
waiting for when he is needed once again. 
These characters with depth and emotion 
give BABYLON 5 one more reason to be 
the best sci-fi drama on television. BABY- 
LON 5 is truly a dream given form, and 
will change the standards of television. x 
Jonathan Curcio 


LENWNIER IS SPOTTED PERFORMING AS HUMAN 


ISN EXCLUSIVE 
Santa Monica, California, Earth 


ennier, the Minbari assistant to 

Babylon 5’s Ambassador Delenn 
was spotted on stage of the Alligator 
Lounge on January 13. Under the 
alias of Bill Mumy, he performed 
an electric set of rock music 
with one of his bands, the 
Jenerators. Before starting the 
one hour set Mumy stepped up 
to the microphone, with his hands 
positioned in Minbari greetings, 
and bowed his head slightly. 

Mumy, at times sounding like 
Lou Reed, ripped through “Love 
is Here for Everyone”, “Pay 
First”, “Grace of God”, “Don’t 
Wanna Wait”, “To Love 
Somebody”, “Babble On”, “In 
the Green House”, “Lucinda 


Her: | am a new member who just fin- 
ished reading my first issue of your 
publication (November 1995) and was 
quite impressed. The interview with John 
Copeland was great and | enjoyed basically 
every item included, particularly the review 
of “Stellar Occasion” by Pam Buck. 
Unfortunately, | am not writing to tell you | 
loved the copy (although | did), | am writing 
to comment on the scathing review of 
Con-Rad by the above mentioned Ms. 
Buck. 

| would like to preface by saying that | 
was in no way connected with the con 
other than being a paying fan. | did meet 
D.J. (the organizer) at the con and dis- 
cussed a few of the things | was not 
impressed with. Namely the unavailability 
of some of the celebrities that | had seen 
listed prior to sending in my check for the 
con, but | never truly expected to see all of 
the talent listed. 

The first sentence of the review let me 
know it would be interesting and emotional, 
but there are several inconsistencies and 
some misinformation. | was quite 
impressed with the background knowledge 
because it was information that | was not 
previously aware of, but from that point on 
my positive impressions stopped. ‘No pay- 
ing fan could get close . . . (to the celebri- 
ties)’ was the comment that really got me 
interested. 

| attended all three days of the event, 
and was initially drawn to it by the $30 
price for the entire con. (I am used to pay- 
ing more than that for one day at a 
Creation con.) During that time | collected 


Please”, “What has Happened Before”, “Before 
You Leave”, and “Px * »y Whipped”. The band 
returned for their encore with the Jenerators’ 
tune “Sweet Little Angle”. 

The Jenerators’ style ranges from pop to 
blues. If you get a chance to see them you will 
agree that they are “out of this world.” * 

Michael Zmuda 


73 autographs (some of them by the 
same people on different items) and spent 
more than 2 hours sitting and chatting 
with Dwight Schultz and Robert O'Reilly on 
Sunday. 

| was also in attendance for the Sci-Fi 
Universe banquet on Saturday night and | 
had an incredible time. | also am now the 
proud owner of a program of that event 
signed by 31 different people in atten- 
dance, including Bruce Boxleitner and 
Melissa Gilbert, Leonard Nimoy, Terry 
Farrell, the entire cast of Space: Above 
and Beyond, Peter Jurasik, Jeff Conaway 
(not Conway), Mira Furlan, Claudia 
Christian and a number of others. In fact, 
the only four that got away to my knowl- 
edge were Adam Nimoy, Nana Visitor, 
Alexander Siddig and James Wong (co- 
creator of Space). | was also seated at a 
table with Chase Masterson (ST: DSQ) and 
spent over an hour before the banquet 
started talking with Steven Williams (Mr. X 
on X-Files). This is why | wondered if | was 
at a different con than the one that Ms. 
Buck was writing about. 

The con was far from perfect and was 
nearly as disorganized as a Creation con, 
but the organizers were not nearly as evil 
as made out in the review. The situation 
with the $10 pictures was not the fault of 
the con as it was presented, it was not 
the fault of the talent, but as Claudia 
Christian, Nana Visitor, Dwight Schultz and 
Robert O'Reilly sat down to begin their 
signing session their agent made the deci- 
sion to only sign purchased pictures until 
4 p.m. at which time they would sign any- 
thing. (THE FOLLOWING IS SPECULATION) 
This was brought about because none of 


Bill Mumy (above, 
second from left) 
and the Jenerators & 
took the stage at & 


the Alligator i P 
O E oe 
k HLN 
place up. g eee de 
se al OS; j 
” PRERA f 


op 


the talent was paid to make an appear- 
ance at this con, it was a charity 
event.(END OF SPECULATION) | also wit- 
nessed a conversation between D.J. and 
the above mentioned agent during which 
D.J. stood up for the fans and the agent 
finally caved in (I think that Nana played a 
part in that as well) and allowed open sign- 
ing of no more that two items . . . a com- 
promise. 

Finally, | do agree that the overall feeling 
of the con was somewhat impersonal, but 
when no money is being paid to the talent 
and they are donating their time, | can 
understand why the organizers and securi- 
ty people felt obliged to hurry to make 
sure that everyone got their autographs in 
a timely manner . . . no excuses, but | can 
understand. | had a great time and will 
attend next year’s event and banquet with 
no qualms. 

One last thing, not many people noticed, 
but Wil Wheaton, who missed his sched- 
uled panel, did make an appearance and 
signed autographs in the lobby for about 
30 minutes before leaving to do another 
charity event, this totally dispelled all of 
the ‘bad boy’ rumors that | had heard 
about him from people that had attended 
other cons where he had been present. 


Thanks for listening, 


Dave Kaufman 
11826 East Florence #A 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 


PS. | hope to see everyone at Fantasticon 
in August. (Not a BABYLON 5 con, but Bill 
Campbell hopes to have every person who 
has appeared in any Star Trek project in 
attendance. . . WOW/!!) 
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Acts of Sacrifice (#212) 


he Centauri have mounted a heavy assault on a Narn out- 

post. A Narn heavy cruiser sacrifices itself to save a trans- 
port carrying civilians. Ambassador G'Kar replays the attack 
for Captain Sheridan, Commander Ivanova, and Dr. Franklin. He 
implores them to support his people as their war with the 
Centauri escalates. Sheridan cannot commit support, but 
promises to bring up the matter with his superiors. 

Meanwhile, a ship carrying an emissary from the Lumati is 
arriving. The Lumati are a newly encountered species, and 
Sheridan gives lvanova another opportunity to “Learning the 
fine art of diplomacy.” 

Delenn watches as G'Kar replays the Centauri attack for her. 
Though clearly distressed, she rebuffs his request for assis- 
tance, recounting that G'Kar's past actions make it difficult for 
anyone to come to his aid now. 

In the Zocalo, a group of Centauri men gloat over their most 
recent victory. They provoke several Narns to fight, but Zack 
Allan leads a security team to break them up. He warns both 
parties to behave themselves. 

In the docking bay, Ivanova meets Correlilmurzon, and his 
assistant Tag, who explains that the Lumati ambassador will 
not speak with her until they have determined that humans are 
worthy of their presence. The trio then heads off for a tour of 
the station. 

Ambassador Mollari grants an audience to a Centauri mer- 
chant, who asks him for favors. Afterwards, with Vir attending, 
Londo is clearly irritated by these new bedfellows who only a 
few months ago had completely ignored him. “I have become a 
wishing well with legs,” he laments. At the same time, the four 
Centauri are pummeling the Narns from the bar. As security 
tries to intervene, one of the Narns is killed by Zack Allan. 

Later, Sheridan and G'Kar exchange heated words. Sheridan 
warns G'Kar that as leader of the Narn presence on B5, he 
must keep his people in line, or he'll ask for someone who will, 
and that he will give the very same message to Londo. 

Ivanova brings the Lumati into medlab. They are somewhat 
puzzled that the humans have provided healing facilities for 
potentially inferior species. Dr. Franklin bristles at their notion, 
defending all life as sacred. Unimpressed by his convictions, 
the Lumati move on. 

In the bar, Londo gambles away at the tables, but the mood 
is clearly uncomfortable. He brightens up when he sees 
Garibaldi enter, but the B5 security chief is not in much of a 
mood to talk. Londo vents his frustration that since recent 
events, people by and large have avoided him, except for those 
who are attempting to win favors from him. Garibaldi explains 
that Londo is a changed man, that no one knows him anymore. 
But sensing the silent despair in Londo, he offers to stop by 
later if he's available. 

The Narn gather as G'Kar beseeches his people to restrain 
from violence. One of the Narn accuses him of becoming soft 
after all his time with the humans. G'Kar reminds them of his 
war record, but knowing their frustration, orders them to 
behave. However, once he leaves, the Narn bring out a bound 
and gagged Centauri and kill him, and they pledge to kill all of 
the Centauri on the station. 

As Franklin conducts the autopsy on the murdered Centauri, 
Sheridan tells Garibaldi to wait before he tells Londo of the inci- 


Tension between the Narn and the Centauri escalates aboard Babylon 5. 


dent, hoping to buy more time and avoid trouble. Meanwhile, 
the bar closes, and Ambassador Mollari sits alone and 
depressed. 

Elsewhere, the Lumati tell Ivanova of their wish to see the 
less presentable side of Babylon 5. Frustrated, she agrees to 
take them Down Below, where in another place, several Narn 
are buying Drazi blades with poison tips. Na'Toth observes 
them, then proceeds to inform G'Kar, who knows that he must 
stop them by himself. Sheridan, meanwhile learns 
that the Earth Alliance has declined to grant the Narn any offi- 
cial aid 
whatsoever. Frustrated, he contacts Delenn. 

Down Below, Ivanova explains that the ‘lurkers’ are people 
who are too poor to return home, and try their best to make a 
living on the station. Amazingly, the Lumati are impressed by 
this social dynamic. Ivanova is dismayed, but Correlilmurzon 
himself speaks, reassuring her that they are now convinced 
that the humans are worthy of an alliance. 

G'Kar arrives to stop the rebellious Narn. The leader of the 
rebels challenges him, and they battle. G'Kar prevails, although 
he is wounded in the struggle. Not wanting to show weakness, 
he only asks Na’Toth to assist him. 

As Sheridan discusses ways to help the Narn with Delenn, 
lvanova attempts to seal the treaty with the Lumati. The Lumati 
insist that they must consummate the deal in their traditional 
manner, with sex. lvanova summons all of her diplomatic skills 
in order to beat a hasty retreat. She confides to Franklin that 
her situation is hopeless, but suddenly she has an idea, and 
heads back to her quarters. 

Na'Toth, after delivering the Narn who killed the Centauri to 
Garibaldi, tells G'Kar that Sheridan and Delenn wish to see him 
in the council chambers. G'Kar is at first hopeful that his 
patience and restraint will be rewarded, but later can only con- 
tain his frustration, as they offer him only clandestine, unofficial 
relief aid. After thanking them for trying their best, he finds 
himself both laughing and crying at the absurdity of it all. 

The Lumati enter lvanova's quarters to find Susan casually 
dressed. She goads into having sex “human style”, upon which 
she serenades him with a ditty describing a one-night stand. 
Bewildered by the experience, Correlilmurzon leaves quickly, to 
her great relief. Later, she receives a present, an ornament 
and a card which reads, “Next time, my way.” 

Sheridan and Garibaldi ask Londo to dismiss the case, which 
he agrees to do, in the interest of better relations. After 
hours, Londo is joined in the bar by Garibaldi. In spite of all the 
craziness going on, at least for this moment, the two can 
spend time as friends. 

“Acts of Sacrifice” was written by J. Michael Straczynski, 


directed by Jim Johnston, and produced by John Copeland. Taq 
was played by Paul Williams, Correlilmurzon by lan 
Abercrombie, Franke by Glenn Morshower, Narn #1 by 
Christopher Darga, Narn Second by Jennifer Anglin, Centauri 
#1 by Paul Ainsley, Centauri Merchant by David Sage, Narn 
Captain by Sandey Grinn, and Bartender by Kathryn Cressida. 


Hunter, Prey (#213) 


nside Bay 13, Captain Sheridan and Commander Ivanova 

come to take a look at the Vorlon transport used by 
Ambassador Kosh. As they marvel at its surreal beauty, 
Sheridan remarks that the ship is as enigmatic as the Vorlons 
themselves. Garibaldi finds them there, and they leave quickly. 
Then, Ambassador Kosh emerges from the shadows. The pat- 
terns on the ship form into a message, which Kosh acknowl- 
edges with a nod. In the Captain's office, Garibaldi informs him 
that a Doctor Everett Jacobs, formerly on the President's med- 
ical staff, is a wanted fugitive believed to be heading for 
Babylon 5. 

Agent Derek Cranston from Earth Force Intelligence arrives 
with a contingent of investigators and informs them of the cir- 
cumstances. Dr. Jacobs is believed to have stolen secret files 
which could cause incredible damage to Earth Alliance security. 
He begins to coordinate with the station security staff. 

Garibaldi asks Dr. Franklin about Dr. Jacobs. Franklin, who 
studied under Jacobs at Harvard, vehemently dismisses the 
possibility of treason, but based on previous experience, 
Garibaldi-is still somewhat skeptical. As they talk, Dr. Jacobs is 
in the Zocalo. Desperate, he unsuccessfully tries to buy a fake 
identicard. 

Sheridan stops as he notices Kosh passing through an adja- 
cent corridor. He catches up with the Vorlon, and attempts to 
make conversation. When Kosh asks why, Sheridan mentions 
the dream he had where Kosh appeared to him. “I sought 
understanding,” the Vorlon explains as he moves on, acknowl- 
edging that this happened to him once before. 

Cranston deploys the security forces, as Sheridan and 
Garibaldi talk. Suddenly the Captain leaves. He meets a woman 
named Sarah, who was sent by General Hague. She informs 
him that the real reason that Dr. Jacobs is a fugitive is 
because he has evidence that could help prove that then Vice- 
President Morgan Clark was not ill when he left Earth Force 
One the day before it was destroyed near lo. They need for 
Sheridan to find and spirit the doctor away before Earth Force 
Intelligence can catch him. Frustrated, he calls Garibaldi. 

As security comes closer, Jacobs uses stims to stay awake, 
and he flees deeper Down Below. Garibaldi brings Franklin 
there, and tells him that they have to find Jacobs before any- 
one, including his own security staff, finds him. Jacobs is cor- 


nered by several 
thugs, who find 
among his posses- 
sions a gold 
watch, and a data 
crystal. 

As Cranston's 
men are still 
unsuccessful, 
Sheridan points 
them to 
Downtown. 
Actually, it is an 
uninhabited area 
that'll take 
Cranston several 
hours to probe, 
and Sheridan 
wants to give 
Garibaldi and 
Franklin enough 
time to find the 
doctor. Then the 
Captain receives a 
message from 
Ambassador Kosh requesting him. 

Franklin notices a merchant selling the doctor's gold watch, 
and from there they track down and rescue the doctor and the 
data crystal. Meanwhile, Sheridan enters Kosh's quarters. The 
captain asks him to show who he really is, to which Kosh 
answers, “They are not ready. They would not understand.” As 
enigmatic as ever, Kosh refuses to answer a frustrated 
Sheridan's questions, until he demands to know, “What do you 
want?!" The Vorlon glares at him and declares, "Never ask that 
question!” Sheridan, relieved to have finally gotten the Vorlon’s 
attention, asks what he will do. The answer: “I will teach you . . 
. until you are ready . . . to fight legends.” 

An incensed Cranston demands that the station's scanners 
be used to locate Jacobs. Meanwhile, Jacobs reveals what he 
knows to the staff in Franklin's quarters. They try to figure out 
a way to smuggle Dr. Jacobs off the station undetected. 
Sheridan thinks he may have a plan. 

Cranston starts the scan, which reveals nothing. Dr. Jacobs 
is not aboard the station. However, Kosh's ship exits B5. Agent 
Cranston demands that they scan the ship, but they only detect 
non-human life. Relieved, Sheridan dismisses Cranston and his 
team. Later on, Sheridan, Ivanova, Garibaldi, and Franklin wait 
in Bay 13 as the Vorlon transport returns. Dr. Jacobs, who 
was placed in a coma prior to his journey, is awakened. He is 
all right, but seems changed by his experience, and he claims 
that while inside, the Vorlon ship ‘sang’ to him. Finally, Sheridan 
meets again with Sarah, and hands her the data crystal. She 
assures him that he has won one for the good guys. 

“Hunter, Prey” was written by J. Michael Straczynski, direct- 
ed by Menachem Binetski, and produced by John Copeland. 
Derek Cranston was played by Bernie Casey, Sarah by Wanda 
De Jesus, Dr. Everett Jacobs by Tony Steedman, Max by 
Richard Moll, Guard #2 by Bryan Michael McGuire, Lurker by 
Damon C. Reiser, Aide by Debby Shively, and Merchant by 
Robert Silver. 


Dr. Everett Jacobs (left), pursued by Earth Special 
Intelligence, brings a data crystal containing evidence 
on President Clark’s assassination to Babylon 5. 


summaries by Dennis Bateman 
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I very much appreciated the mention you gave Peter (Ledger) in the 
October issue, but I need you to print a correction of something. You 
stated that he did “much design for the Star Wars movies . . .” I have 
no idea where that factoid came from, but it’s completely incorrect. He 
did no work whatsoever on Star Wars. You may mention that he paint- 
ed robots and designed some aliens for Ice Pirates, but he did not work 
on Star Wars. 


As a P.S., I’m another veteran of Captain Power that has worked on 
BABYLON 5. 

Thanks! 

Christy Marx 


Editor’s Reply: Christy, our apology for giving Peter the wrong credit, 
and for not listing you with the other Captain Power alumni! 

Following is a brief description that Christy supplied to us describ- 
ing her new project, Hypernauts. 


Hypernauts was created by Ron Thornton, developed for TV by 
myself. I’m also the story editor and wrote 4 of the 13 scripts. 

It's half-hour, live action and CGI (extensive and fantastic CGI by 
Foundation Imaging, of course) SF for kids. 

It features three teenagers, Ace (Glenn Herman), Max (Heidi Lucas) 
and Sharkey (Marc Daniel), who find themselves trapped in the Core 
of the galaxy, unable to return home without giving away Earth's loca- 
tion to the Triiad, a vast robot-ship Armada belonging to aliens who 
hate and fear all other intelligent life. They acquire an alien mentor, 
Kulai (Carrie Dobro), and an alien "pet", the Gloose. Their enemy is a 
traitor from Kulai's race by the name of Paiyin (Ron Campbell). Both 
Carrie and Ron have done work for B5. And we have Wayne Alexander 


(“Jack the Ripper” on B5) appearing in a couple of episodes. 

It will air on ABC starting March 2nd, Saturday mornings. 

Our talent includes some B5 alumni. Writers are: Larry DiTillio, 
Katherine Lawrence, Len Wein, Richard Mueller, Larry Carroll and 
David Carren, DC Fontana. Directors are: Jim Johnston, Janet Greek, 
Jon Kroll, Leslie Hill, Christin Harty, Adam Weissman, Ron Thornton 
and John Vulich (of Optic Nerve). Optic Nerve is doing our special 
effects make-up and Christopher Franke is writing the music. 


My Fellow Babylonians, 


With the Shadow War approaching, Babylon 5 needs all the firepower 
she can get. Wish you could jump in your starfury and blow those 
overgrown spiders in to the next galaxy? Well, we can’t. But we can 
get pretty damn close... 

Sega Saturn has a new game called “Solar Eclipse”, a space shooter 
with you as the pilot, but that’s not the best part. In the live action 
sequences, your commanding officer is . . . Claudia Christian. The 
game runs for about $55. Although it may not be the Battle of the 
Line, it appears to come close. 

Amanda Wells, Huber Heights, OH 


Licensed, commercial, PAL video tapes of BABYLON 5 are available 
from: David Nightingale, Engale Marketing, 332 Lytham Rd., 
Blackpool, Lancs, FY4 1DW England. 

I have dealt with them before and they are very reliable. They accept 
Visa, which makes payment very easy. There are many services that 
can convert, PAL to VHS. I can supply. interested parties with the e- 
mail address of at least one such person. 


Walter Scott & Karen Morton, S&M Engineers 
71625.1162@compuserve.com 


am sure that all of you have noticed that the newsletter 

has been mailing later each month - in the past we had 
to deal with the Holiday schedule of our printer and the 
Post Office. This month we have a different excuse. 
Members of The Centaurian Sentinel were invited to 
spend some time at Babylonian Productions, Optic Nerve, 
and Foundation Imaging. You will be hearing more about 
this in interviews and articles in the month's to come. 
Now that we are back we hope to get things back on 
schedule. 

Earlier this month J. Michael Straczynski made the fol- 
lowing comments on GEnie regarding the two-part episode 
“War Without End”: 

“Well, reactions have been coming in on the two parter, and so 
far everyone’s wog-boggled. Peter Jurasik called to say he didn't 
know what I’m smoking these days, but to please send ten 
pounds of it to his house at *once*. Mumy went nuts over it, 
everyone's very excited . . . including and especially Michael 
O'Hare, who got his copy of the script today, read it straight 
through, and is *extremely* excited by the story, and what hap- 
pens with his character, and is VERY much looking forward to 
the shoot. 

“BTW, today Walter Koenig and Bill Mumy had a scene togeth- 
er; this (saith Bill) marks the first time a Lost in Space regular 
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and a Star Trek regular have acted together in the 
same scene.” 

A couple of weeks later JMS then commented on the return 
of Michael O'Hare to the B5 set: 

“Today was a very interesting day; today Michael O’Hare 
returned to the BABYLON 5 stages in preparation for shooting 
the two-parter, which begins tomorrow. Today he came by for his 
wardrobe fitting and to get his hair trimmed, say hi to folks, and 
hang out. . . lunch was me, John Copeland, Michael and Bruce 
Boxleitner eating together at one of the tables in the lunch area 
behind the stage, lots of laughing and kidding, and the two get on 
great. (Turns out they'd worked on other projects before, includ- 
ing the short-lived A Rumor of War series by Sterling Siliphant.) 

“Anyway, it’s a great atmosphere, and everybody's psyched for 
the two-parter. It’s like he never went away.” 

More episodes to look forward to: #318 - “Walkabout” and 
#319 - “Grey 17 is Missing”. 

Christopher Franke has mentioned that a second BABYLON 5 
soundtrack should be available around June. He is hoping that 
the CD will include images to go along with the new tracks. 

A variation of the BABYLON 5 cards from Fleer has been 
spotted. The cards have been packaged as two strips of five 
attached cards. *« Mykl 


